The 2016 GMC Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD

Working hard in supreme comfort
By Derek Price © AutoWire.Net
 

The 2016 GMC Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD Review: If you’ve got to work hard, why not do it in the lap of luxury? The ethos of fancy corporate suites is hitting the world of pickup trucks in a big way as manufacturers explore the upper limits of pricing and equipping their luxury pickups this year. It’s a strange combination, mixing the muddy, gritty, Paul Bunyan toughness of a heavy-duty truck with the highbrow sophistication of leather, wood and every imaginable gadget, and I don’t blame people for wanting it.

And one of the nicest ways to work hard is in this truck, the GMC Sierra HD Denali.

With an available 6.6-liter Duramax diesel and Allison six-speed transmission, it’s based on the same heavy-duty GMC platform that can tow up to 23,200 pounds. While the ordinary Sierra 2500 sets a high standard for refinement, including the quietest ride I’ve ever experienced in a three-quarter-ton truck, the Denali trim takes that to an insane level. It’s so silent, supple and comfortable that you could almost mistake it for a Cadillac. And it does a great job hiding the fact that it can tow a few, very large, African elephants.


New for 2016, is an available digital power-steering system that makes this big truck even easier to handle. It adjusts the amount of power assist depending on the conditions, so you’ll get easier steering in parking lots, for example, without making the steering too sensitive at highway speeds. It also makes changes to the steering boost based on the loads you’re carrying or the trailer you’re pulling.


I thought it was a subtle difference compared to last year’s truck, but GMC claims it can reduce steering effort by up to 20 percent at low speeds.


And if you think of work trucks as being bare-bones, stripped-down vehicles, you won’t believe all the electronics in the Denali. It does a great job integrating high-tech features in useful ways.


I’m a particularly big fan of the customizable 8-inch driver display behind the steering wheel. You can adjust the vehicle’s settings and see audio and navigation information right in front of you.


Other standard luxuries on the Denali truck include HID headlamps with GMC’s handsome signature LED lighting, a new remote locking tailgate, a Bose sound system, wireless phone charging, heated and ventilated front seats and some of the nicest leather and wood trim you can find in any truck. 


Designers did a great job with the small details on this truck too, making it one of my favorite looking pickups with a distinctive grille, classy body trim and little touches like the Denali logo incorporated into the spray-on bedliner.


Another change for GMC’s heavy-duty models is the addition of a gooseneck / fifth-wheel trailer prep package. Instead of having to use aftermarket vendors, you can set up your truck to tow larger trailers straight from the factory. 

And we’re left with one big question to answer. How much does all this heavy-duty Denali luxury cost?

It starts at $55,310 and can climb considerably higher when you add options like the Duramax diesel engine and the rear-seat entertainment system. My test truck rang up over $65,000 with just the diesel powertrain.

What was tested? The 2016 GMC Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD with a base price of $57,315. Options on the test truck: The Duramax Plus engine package for $7,345. The total MSRP price as tested including the $1,195 destination charge came to: $65,855


Wheelbase: 153.7 in.
Length: 239.4 in.
Width: 80.5 in.
Height: 78.2 in.
Engine: Duramax 6.6-liter turbodiesel (397 hp, 765 lb.-ft.)
Transmission: Six-speed automatic


Why buy it? It’s one of the most comfortable, luxurious and capable trucks you can buy. And it offers monster towing capacity with the Duramax diesel engine option.
By Derek Price © AutoWire.Net - San Francisco
The 2016 GMC Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD Bottom Line Review provided by: Tony Leopardo © AutoWire.Net
The Bottom Line: The new 2016 GMC Sierra HD Denali provides a luxurious interior setting and it’s a very good-looking pickup that can do massive heavy-duty jobs. A new digital power steering system can change the response feel based on low speeds and towing conditions. The Sierra HD Denali’s cabin exudes a sense of craftsmanship that’s rare, even among the high-priced luxury pickups it competes with. And maybe, just for those reasons alone, you should “Drive one, Buy one, Today ©”.  Bottom Line Review provided by: Tony Leopardo © AutoWire.Net
“Tony the Car Guy” is an automotive writer, editor and publisher in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you have a question or comment for Tony send it to TonyLeo@pacbell.net or visit AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net  - And remember: “You Are What You Drive ©”
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